
Welcoming the Stranger

“…I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.”
Matthew 25:35

Dear Friends in the Episcopal Diocese of  Washington,

I have been in awe of  our collective response to the urgent need to welcome and support the thousands
of  Afghan refugees that have sojourned so far from their homes in search of  safety and peace. Yet I am
not surprised, given your compassionate hearts and commitment to Jesus’ Way of  Love.

The global context for our work is sobering. According to the U.N. High Commissioner on Refugees,
82.4 million people were forcibly displaced globally as of  the end of  2020. A quarter of  them, 26.4
million, are refugees: people “unable or unwilling to return to their country of  origin for reasons of  race,
religion, nationality, membership of  a particular social group, or political opinion” (1951 Refugee
Convention).

Jesus reminds us that these are our siblings. As his followers, we are called to welcome those who come
to our land in search of  safety.

Refugee resettlement has long been a priority of  the Episcopal Church, and many in our diocese have
long engaged in this ministry. We now seek to deepen and expand our engagement. Through the EDOW
Afghan Refugee Response Team established this fall, we are working to empower and support all our
congregations to undertake the important work of  Welcoming the Stranger in ways large and
small, in partnership with other faith communities, nonprofits, and community groups. I am
confident that the capacity we build now will not only help meet the current crisis, but also help make
“Welcoming the Stranger” a shared, sustainable ministry throughout the Diocese for the future, enabling
us to welcome refugees from all over the world who will continue to come to our communities.

The support of  a faith community can make the crucial difference in our new neighbors’ success in
resettling in the United States. We bring unique human value to the resettlement process: the warm
personal embrace of  often traumatized people, caring assistance in adapting to a new and strange
environment and an unfamiliar community, basic human connection through personal relationships.
Thank you for your part in this important work.

Faithfully,

The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde
Bishop of  Washington
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