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.for we walk by faith, not by sight. ..
2 Corinthians 5:7

New This Year!
Generosity, Stewardship, and Abundance: A Transformational Guide to Church Finance
Lovett Weems and Ann Michel (2021)

“God’s purpose in calling us to lives of faithful stewardship and generosity isn’t merely to sustain the
church. Rather, the continued existence of the church is essential to sustain the powerful, transformative
message of our faith. Lovett H. Weems Jr. and Ann A. Michel present the Bible’s redeeming and
transforming message of generosity, stewardship, and abundance in this comprehensive guide to Christian
financial responsibility.

The book provides practical advice to pastors and church leaders tasked with funding ministry and
inspiring others toward responsible stewardship and greater generosity. It addresses church fundraising,
stewardship campaigns, budgets, financing capital needs, endowments, and innovative approaches to
economic sustainability. The book integrates the theological and practical dimensions of finance to
empower congregational leaders to think critically about stewardship from a Christian perspective and help
them use their personal and congregational possessions in the light of faith.” 196 pages.

Listen to the associated podcast episode
Buy the book

New This Year!
Coming Revolution in Church Economics
Mark DeYmaz (2019)

“Tithes and offerings alone are no longer enough to provide for the needs of the local church, enable pastors
to pursue opportunities, or sustain long-term ministry impact. Growing financial burdens on the middle
class, marginal increases in contributions to religious organizations, shifting generational attitudes toward
giving, and changing demographics are having a negative impact on church budgets. Given that someday
local churches may be required to pay taxes on the property they own and/or lose the benefit of soliciting

tax-deductible gifts, the time to pivot is now. What's needed is disruptive innovation in church economics.
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https://www.churchleadership.com/podcast/episode-79-a-transformative-approach-to-church-finances-featuring-lovett-h-weems-jr-and-ann-a-michel/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08ZWSLLKK/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1

For churches to not only survive but thrive in the future, leaders must learn to leverage assets, bless the
community, empower entrepreneurs, and create multiple streams of income to eftectively fund mission.”

256 pages.

>

Listen to the associated podcast episode
Buy the book

New This Year!
Theology of Stewardship and Biblical Generosity
Lewis Center for Church Leadership at Wesley Theological Seminary

“Designed to nurture the spiritual discipline of giving, Theology of Stewardship and Biblical Generosity
may be used in a variety of Christian education settings or in conjunction with an annual stewardship

emphasis. The video resource is ecumenical and may be used for self study or with groups.”

Order the video toolkit

A Spirituality of Fundraising
Henri J.M. Nouwen and John S. Mogabgab (2011)

“Fundraising is, first and foremost, a ministry," best-selling author and renowned spiritual teacher Henri
Nouwen writes. "It's a way of announcing our vision and inviting other people into our mission." Nouwen
encourages us to see fundraising as spiritual work and approach it confidently. "Fundraising is precisely the
opposite of begging," he points out. Unlike most business/leadership books, 4 Spirituality of Fundraising is
brief and can easily be read in one sitting.” 64 pages.

Buy the book
Also available in a 4-week workbook edition that contains the entire text of the book. 112 pages.

Making the Annual Pledge Drive Obsolete: How Churches Can Get Out of This Business Once
and For All
Michael Durall and Timothy Dombek (2014)

“This book challenges congregations to create a high-expectation culture of giving, ultimately eliminating

the need for annual pledge campaigns.” 85 pages.

Buy the book

Celebrating the Offering

Melvin Amerson and James Amerson (2008)

“Have you watched a child who, expectantly and excitedly, clutches a coin (or bill) as he or she awaits the

offering plate? Oh to see as a child once again! If you're looking to revitalize the spirit of generosity in your


https://www.churchleadership.com/podcast/episode-55-the-coming-revolution-in-church-economics-featuring-mark-deymaz/attachment/episode-55-mark-deymaz/
https://www.amazon.com/Coming-Revolution-Church-Economics-Offerings/dp/0801094798/ref=sr_1_3?crid=12556B9DXQ5YZ&dchild=1&keywords=coming+revolution+in+church+economics&qid=1625772189&sprefix=coming+revolution%2Cdigital-text%2C137&sr=8-3
https://www.churchleadership.com/product/theology-of-stewardship-and-biblical-generosity-download/
https://www.amazon.com/Spirituality-Fundraising-Henri-J-M-Nouwen-ebook/dp/B004LRP7CO/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1625772359&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Spirituality-Fundraising-Henri-J-Nouwen/dp/0835818802/ref=sr_1_3?crid=99VWON8E7GZ4&dchild=1&keywords=a+spirituality+of+fundraising+workbook+edition&qid=1625772423&sprefix=A+Spirituality+of+Fundraising+work%2Caps%2C258&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Annual-Pledge-Drive-Obsolete-ebook/dp/B00IFD8PG0/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=making+the+annual+pledge+drive+obsolete&qid=1625772491&sr=8-1

congregation, you'll find simple and effective ways to incorporate the offering into the deepest fibers of your
worship experience. ‘Most Christians grow in generosity as they grow spiritually,” write the authors.
‘Churches grow in generosity when stewardship is preached, taught, embraced and celebrated. For the
celebration to occur, a process of transformation needs to take place.” The Amerson brothers, ordained in
the United Methodist Church, address the concerns and misunderstandings about the practice. Through
biblical precedents, prayers, litanies and examples, they demonstrate how to reshape the oftertory into an
authentic celebration involving all members of all ages. Celebrating the Offering brings our faith closer and
closer to the center of our lives...[where the offering] becomes a natural expression of who we are as

Christians”. 112 pages.

Buy the book

Rich Church, Poor Church: Keys to Effective Financial Ministry
J. Clif Christopher (2012)

“Does your church have the necessary funds to do ministry? In Dr. Clif Christopher's nearly forty years in
ministry as a pastor and President of Horizons Stewardship Company, he has witnessed the financial
stewardship practices of thousands of churches. A few have exceptional records in acquiring and managing
the necessary funds for mission and ministry, but the vast majority struggle every year to get by. In this
important new work made even more relevant by our economic times, Christopher contrasts the traits of
the most productive congregations with those who perennially fail to secure the funds to perform
transformational ministry. Some churches practice the necessary financial habits that form the foundation
of successful ministry, and others waste valuable resources and undermine ministry opportunities. Through
Christopher’s insight born out of years of experience and consultation, readers can assess the financial

condition of their own churches.” 120 pages.

Buy the book

Bounty: Ten Ways to Increase Giving at Your Church
Kristine Miller and Scott McKenzie (2013)

“Church leaders struggle with issues related to financial giving every year, in every economic climate. Most
do not want to preach about the topic, and some don’t even like to think about it. The topic of financial
giving is, for many, a perennial headache and an energy drain. Many church leaders have not considered the
single most important aspect of giving, however. Bounty explores the critical spiritual component of
stewardship development, and in ten immediately do-able and transformative steps, clearly instructs pastors
and laity how to lead congregations to grow in generosity. Laid out with sound rationale and the wisdom of
real-church experience, Bounty equips leaders to shift their congregants’ hearts as well as their

pocketbooks.”

Buy the book


https://www.cokesbury.com/9780881775266-Celebrating-the-Offering?gclid=Cj0KCQjwxJqHBhC4ARIsAChq4auvd0dnty-diDFU1ULs4OIcJgu3y-ZR-M4EYJvrw3PWAynXqj0lowoaAlOjEALw_wcB
https://www.amazon.com/Rich-Church-Poor-Effective-Financial/dp/142674336X/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3E1780MB8TCM4&dchild=1&keywords=rich+church+poor+church&qid=1625772656&sprefix=rich+church%2Caps%2C149&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Bounty-Ways-Increase-Giving-Church-ebook/dp/B00E0TN9GE/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=bounty%3A+ten+ways+to+increase+giving+at+your+church&qid=1625772720&sr=8-1

Stewardship in African-American Churches: A New Paradigm
Melvin Amerson (2015)

“Amerson looks closely at financial stewardship traditions within African-American churches and offers
ways for faithful congregations to grow in their giving. While recognizing the traditions of
African-American churches, the author points to new ways of stewardship, including electronic fund
transfers and creative endowments. Amerson brings much experience in financial stewardship to this
subject. As an African-American clergyperson in the United Methodist Church, he writes with authority

and passion concerning the ways stewardship undergirds the ministry and mission of the church.” 136

pages.

Buy the book

Ask, Thank, Tell: Improving Stewardship Ministry in Your Congregation
Charles R. Lane (2006)

“The goal of this book, says author Charles Lane, is to perform a dramatic rescue of stewardship, freeing it
from any connection whatsoever to "paying the bills.” When the Bible talks about stewardship it almost
always talks about the intimate connection between how a person handles financial matters and that
person's relationship with God. Stewardship is an intensely spiritual matter that lies close to a disciple's
relationship with Jesus. The book is designed especially for use in congregational planning and study.
Congregational stewardship leaders will come back to three foundational verbs ask, thank, tell over and over
as they help individuals experience the joy of giving generously. The author makes the convincing case that
there is little in life today that can help a disciple grow in relationship with Jesus more than a solid

intentional biblical stewardship.” 128 pages.

Buy the book

Not Your Parents’ Offering Plate: A New Vision for Financial Stewardship
J. Clif Christopher (2015)

“People don’t give to church because we don’t offer them a compelling vision of the good their giving will
achieve. Hearing a young attorney speak of the faith based reasons for which he had just made a substantial
monetary gift to a community youth center, Clif Christopher asked the speaker if he would consider
making a similar contribution to the congregation of which he was an active member. “Lord, no they
would not know what to do with it” was the answer. That, in a nutshell, describes the problem churches are
facing in their stewardship efforts, says Christopher. Unlike leading nonprofit agencies and institutions, we
too often fail to convince potential givers that their gifts will have impact and significance. In this book,
Christopher lays out the main reasons for this failure to capture the imagination of potential givers,
including our frequent failure simply to ask. Written with the needs of pastors and stewardship teams in

mind, Not Your Parents’ Offering Plate provides immediate, practical guidance to all who seek to help


https://www.amazon.com/Stewardship-African-American-Churches-New-Paradigm/dp/0881774529/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=stewardship+in+African-america+churches&qid=1625772769&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ask-Thank-Tell-Stewardship-Congregation/dp/0806652632/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1C0F7EGD9S9GX&dchild=1&keywords=ask%2C+thank%2C+tell+by+charles+lane&qid=1625772809&sprefix=ask%2C+thank%2C+tell%2Caps%2C138&sr=8-1

God’s people be better stewards of their resources.” Christopher is a United Methodist pastor who founded
and now runs Horizons Stewardship Company. 138 pages.

Buy the book

Sharing Possessions: What Faith Demands
Luke Timothy Johnson (2011)

"This book is written as an exercise in theological reflection on one of the knottiest questions imaginable:
the connection between being a Christian and the way we own and use things. . . . When we turn to
thinking about money and possessions, we find ourselves in murky waters. The things we own and use, like
our sexuality, lie close to the bone of our individual and collective sense of identity. This second edition,
reflecting thirty years of Johnson's further thinking on the subject, features chapters expanded with fresh
insights, helpful new study questions for each chapter, and a substantial epilogue updating the work.” 192

pages.

Buy the book

Giving to God: The Bible’s Good News about Living a Generous Life
Mark Allan Powell (2006)

“We all know that everything we have is a gift from God. But sometimes it’s hard to know just how to give
back to God. How much is enough? What does the Bible really say? What should giving look like in our
everyday lives? Filled with good news for followers of Jesus, Mark Allan Powell’s Gzving to God shows
Christians the way to a better life and a better relationship with their money — and with God. Powell
presents stewardship as an act of worship, an expression of faith, and a discipline for spiritual growth.
Faithful use of our time, talents, and money starts with a deep, satistying relationship with the God to
whom we belong. We can then learn, says Powell, to give gladly and generously out of our heartfelt
connection with God. Informative, concise, and eminently practical (including discussion questions),

Giving to God gives us resources for best using the treasures, material and otherwise, that God has given us.

204 pages.

Buy the book

Fearless Church Fundraising: The Practical and Spiritual Approach to Stewardship
Charles LaFond (2013)

“Considering how essential fundraising is to ministry, many church leaders remain terrified of asking for or
talking about money. Fearless Church Fundraising removes the terror from stewardship, urging leaders to
focus on deep spiritual conversion and a clear, compelling mission before they design the pledge cards. In
this rich resource part handbook, part workbook, part spiritual guidebook former monk and popular

consultant Charles LaFond combines road-tested strategies and sample campaign documents with a


https://www.amazon.com/Not-Your-Parents-Offering-Plate/dp/1501804928/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2G53WZOROLO3W&dchild=1&keywords=not+your+parents+offering+plate&qid=1625772849&sprefix=not+your+par%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sharing-Possessions-Faith-Demands-Second/dp/0802803997/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=sharing+possessions%3A+What+faith+demands&qid=1625772899&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Giving-God-Bibles-Living-Generous-ebook/dp/B001DO02SW/ref=sr_1_fkmr2_2?crid=1PB4919P0JD40&dchild=1&keywords=giving+to+god+the+bible+s+good+news+about+living+a+generous+life&qid=1625772942&sprefix=giving+to+god%3A+the+b%2Caps%2C144&sr=8-2-fkmr2

spiritual director’s sensitivity. The result is an irresistible, user-friendly text that promises to transform your

ministry's fundraising and its spiritual life.” 216 pages.

Buy the book

The Woman's Book of Money and Spiritual Vision: Putting Your Financial Values Into
Financial Practice
Rosemary Williams (2005)

“Money triggers powerful emotions and conflicting messages, especially for women. But for those who
want to look at their finances in new and freeing ways, this "workshop in a book" — complete with
worksheets, journaling exercises, and meditations — strips away misconceptions about money and shows
women how they can create a secure future and shape a better world. It walks readers through a six-stage
process encouraging them to explore feelings about money, identify core spiritual values, and make sound

decisions reflecting those values.” 256 pages.

Buy the book

Money and Possessions
Walter Brueggemann (2016)

“The Bible is rich with complex and diverse material on the topic of money and possessions. Indeed, a close
look at many scriptural texts reveals that economics is a core preoccupation of the biblical tradition. In this
new work, highly regarded preacher and scholar Walter Brueggemann explores the recurring theme of
money and possessions in the Old and New Testaments. He proposes six theses concerning money and
possessions in the Bible, observing their contradictory nature to the conventional wisdom and practice of
both the ancient world and today s society. Brueggemann advises us to reassess the ways in which our
society engages or does not engage questions of money and possessions as carriers of social possibility. He

invites the church to move toward an alternative neighborly economy that is more consistent with the

gospel we confess.” 342 pages.

Buy the book


https://www.amazon.com/Fearless-Church-Fundraising-Practical-Stewardship/dp/081922863X/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=fearless+church+fundraising&qid=1625773010&sr=8-2
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